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T House Joint Resolution
2 L “oint resoluticn proposing ean amendment to Secticn 4 of
3 Erticle VII of the State Ceonstitution to provide an
4 addizional circurstance for assessing nomestead properiy |
5 at less than “ust value; to exenpt certain amcunts of
tangiple persocnal property from ad valorem taxation on

et N )

zuch property; proposing an amsndment to Section & of

g Articie VII of the State Constizuticn to double the

g: homestezad exemption for counties, runicipalities, water
10 maragement and independent special district levies;

1 provides an additicral horestead exemption fcor first-time
L2 nome~-owners; proposing the creation of Section 19 of
i3 Article VII of the State Constituticn relating to locezl
14 revenue limization.

— - L
"

LOT1Zal

16| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of

186 That, effective January 1, 2008, the amendments Lo Seciions

19 4 and © of Article VIZ and the crezation of Section 19 of Artic.o

P
P

V21 o7 the State Constitutlon set “orth peiow are agreed to ana

D
[y

sha’l ke suvbmitted To tne electors cf Florida for approval or

27 rej=crtion at a zpegial election in Jenuary 2008, specifica’ly
23| authorized ky law for that purpose:

27 ARTICL= V11

25 Finarce & Taxaticn

SECTTON 4. laxation; assessments.--By geneval law regualetions

[
fon)

27 snall e prescribed woich shall secure a just valuvnaticon of all

28 prowerty for ad valorem texation, provided:

25 {a) Agriculcural land, larnd preoducing hign water recharos
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30 to Florida's aquifers, or lancg used exclusively for norncommercial
31 recreational purpcses may be c¢lassified by gen=sral law and asseszen
32 solely on the basis of character or use.
33 (p) Pursuant to genera. law tangible personal vroperty held

24 for sale as stock 12 trade and livestock may bhe wvalued ZIZor

35 caxatlion at a svecified wvercentage of its  wvalue, way b
36| classified fcry cax purposes, or ray e exerpted from taxation.

L
—1

{c)  All persors entitled To a norestead sxerptlon wnder

38| Section & of tnis Article shall have thelr horestesd assessed art
3% Just wvalue as of Jamuary 1 of the vear followirng the effective datzo
20| of this emendmenz. Thls assessment shall chenge only as provide:
41 hercin.

52 {1} Assessments suoc’ect to this provision shall be cnanged
£3| annually on Januzary 1lst cof each vyear; but those changes 7
44| asszessmants shall not exceed tThe Zower of the following:

25 a. Thres percent (3%) oI tne assessment for the prics

L6 YRAT . ,
a7 b. 1he percent chance 1n the Consumer frice Index Zor all ;
4z urkzn  consorers, U.S. Cliy  Average, a_> ltemrs 13%&67=100, or
49: successnr veports Ifor tne precading calendar wvear as initlzally |
RCE reparted by the Unitzd States Departrent cf Lacor, Bureas ol
21| Iabor Statistics.

52 (2) No assessment shall exceced just valus.

Page 2 of 13
CODING: Words sinenar are deletions; words underlined are additions.

Y



F

N
el

%
o

i
L

[y
[}

[wAT
—t

! €5y o3 jugl
a3} [ iy [

[an

L

L ¢ R I D

sl
BILL

(3}
law,
January 1

paragraph

A

after any change of ownership,
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as provided by genera.

provi

(T}

—
[6)]
—

{7)

-

ANy o= t jot=

-

. wnconstitutlonzal by any

. declsion of
provizions

value as of

ssed as provided

“he property

o
I

sach Colr

of this

only crange as provided hereirn.

Changes, adaitlcons, reductlions, or improvements o

.omestead property shall be assessed as provided for by genera_
law; proviced, however, after the adjustment for any charge,
zddition, reductiocn, or improvement, the preperty shall e

nerein.

In tnhe even. of & terrmrinaticn of homostezd =ta

cshall be aszsessed ide

&3 prov d by genera.l T aw
Tne provizlions of tnls amendment ave saverap.e. LT
ovisions of this amzndment shall be nald
¥y court of competent “urisdiction, zhc

i 1]

cours shall rot affect or Zmoair rorzining

any
amendment

PORTABIL.TY.— When a person sells his or her

howestead property

within trnis state and withis one ycar
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norestead prorerty shall be assessed at just lee 23 o
of the following year unles the provisicis o
{8) apply. Thereafter, the homestead shall be assessed 2
cded herein.
(4) New homestead property shall ke assszssed &t just
January lst of the year following the establishrent
stead, uniess the provisions of paragraph (8) avo.yv.
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on

hes another oroperty <g homestead properly, that

17 person shall take the kenefit of the cap on assessrents in to=

/8 crior homestead to the newly estaplisnted nomestead

75 oroperty. When puving & new ncmestead with a higher Justu i
€0 value, the new nomestead’s assessed value shzall be egual o
52 _he new homestead’s just value minus the difference betweern

82 the oid homestead’

n

ust vaiue ard assessed value on January

g3 1% preceding its sale. When buying a new normastead with a

o}
i
—

lower fust value, the new nomestead’s assessed value shall bpe

85 egual To the rew homestead’s just valug multiplled by
86 percertage of the cld homesteac’s assessec value to the old

laa]

-1

.5t value on the January

preceding 1ts sale.

Tnersafter,

the hcrestead shall be asse

g9 nerein. The provisicns ¢f this varagraph app.y to leviecs of
9C ccunties, muanicipaiities, water manegement dlsiricts and

g1 independent specizl districts.

9z,

93 (2} Tre leglisleture may, Dy general law, for assesshoens
24 ct 2o the provisions of this szubssection, allow
95 counties and municivallvies to aunthorize by ordinance that

22| kistoric property may oo asssssed solely on the nasis of

N ch=ratter or use. Such character or use zazgscasrent zhall apoly
28" only to the jurilsdicticn adopting the ordinance. The
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31 recuirerents for eiigibles properties nust be specified by

general law.

(e) A county may, 1 the marnner prescribed by genera_
law, provide for a reduction in the assessed value oI nomesiead
oroperty te the extent of ary increase in the assessed value of
that property which results Ifror the ccnstruction or
rezonstruction of the property Zor the purpose of providing
living quarters for one or more natural or adeopiive grandoare~:s
or parents of the owner of the prooerty c¢r of the owner's spouss
if at least cne of the grandparents cr parents for whom the

~iving guarters are prov.ded 1s 62 years of age or older. Such 2

L

Ira

-

luction may not exceed the lesser of tne Zgllowing:

{1} The ircrease in assessed value resulting fror
construction or recorstruction of the property.
(2) Twenty percent of the total assessad value of tnoe

vraperty as improved.

-

{f) Every person whC owns tangible personal property shall =

| ¢

exemsc. ‘rom ac valorem taxation on the first twenty-I.ive

troozana do

¥
= T

SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.--

{a) bBvery person whc has the legal or eouitaeble Title to real

Page 5 of 13
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owner, or another legally or naturally dependent upon the ownher,

shall be exempt frem taxation thereon, excepi assessments Loz

@]
]

special benefits, up to the assessed wvaluation of five thousand .

1o

=
=

)

ars, uvon estaklishrent of rignt thereto in the manner
rescribed by law. The real estate may bes held by legal cr !
egquitanle title, by the entireties, joinzly, 1o cormon, as 4
condominiur, or indirectly by stock swnersniip or rembership

representing the cwner's or member's vroprieiary intorest in a

Ity

corporation owning a fee or & leasehold initia’’ly 1n excess of

minetv-eight vears.

(o)  Nol nmore than one exemption shall be allowead ary individual
or farily unit or with respect tc any residertial unit,

exerplion shall exceed the2 value ©of the real eszetc assessable to

“he owner ¢r, in case of ownership through stock or rempership in
& corvoration, ths value 2f —he proporticn which the Interest Iin

tLne corporation bears to the assessed value of the property.

(cy 3By gerersal law and sioject To conditlons zvecified therei:,
Lhe exempticn shall b= incvrcasec to a total of wwenzy-five

theouasand dellars of —nhe assassed value ¢f the rcal szs._ate for |

conditlions specified therein, the exemption for a.. other le.iax |
may pe Imcreased up to an amcunt not exceeding ter “housand

Page 6 of 13
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143| deollars of the assessed value of the real estate if the owner has
144| attained age sixty-five or is totally and permanently disabled
145| and if the owner is not entitled to the exemptiocn provided in

146 subsection (d).

147 {(d) By general law and subject to conditions specified therein,
148| the exemption shall be increased to a total of the following

149| amounts of assessed value of real estate for each levy other than
150( those of school districts: fifteen thousand dollars with respect
151 to 1980 assessments; twenty thousand dollars with respect to 1981
152| assessments; twenty-five thousand dollars with respect to

153 assessments for 1982 and each year.thereafter. However, such

1541 increase shall not apply with respect to any assessment roll

155| wuntil such roll is first determined to be in compliance with the
156| provisions of section 4 by a state agency designated by general
157 law. This subsection shall stand repealed on the effective date
158 of any amendment to section 4 which provides for the assessment
159 of homestead property at a specified percentage of its just

160 value.

16l (e} By genéral law and subject to conditions specified therein,
162| the Legislature may provide to renters, who are permanent

163 residents, ad valorem tax relief on all ad valorem tax levies.

Page 7 of 13
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164 Such ad wvalorem tax relief shall be in the form and amount

165 established by general law.

166 {£)  The legislature may, by g¢eneral law, allow counties o:
minicipalities, Ior the purpose of their respective tax levies
168| ara sub’ect 1o the provisions of general law, to grant an

169 adiiticnal homestcoad tax exerntion noi exceedirg ftifty thouzand

170" dollars to arny perseon who has the legal or equitakle title o

172, real estate and maintains thereon the permanent resicence 0 iLhe

272 owner and who has attalned age sixity-ilwve and whose householid

—
(]

income, as defined by general law, dcoces not excecd twenty

174 thousand dollars. The generzl law must alilow counties and

1751 mun.cipalities Zo grant this additlional exermption, within the

176 limits prescriped in this subsecticn, by crdinance adopted in Lhe

177 manner prescribed by genera. law, and nust provide for the

178 pericodic adjustment of the incoms linmitation prescribed in tnis

7% subksection for cranges in the cost of living. .
|

120 {g) Each vereran who i1s age 65 ¢r o_der who 1s partlal.y Or l

81| teozally permarently disabled shall receive a dlscoont from the

162| arount of bLhe ad valcrem tax otnerwlize owed on horestead properly

1831 the wvereran cwns and resides in 1Z the disability was combat

|
184 relared, the veTeran was & resident of this state at —he time or
185  entering tre military serxvice of the Unliea States, and the

Page 8 of 13
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‘veteran was honorably discnaerged upon separation from military

service. The discount shall be in a percentage equzl to the

percentage cf the wveteran's permanent, service-connected

1
0
H

tates LCapartrrent

[Up]

disapilitv as determined by the United
Veterans Affairs. To cualify for the discount granted by this
sulscction, an appllcant must submit to the county property
aporaiser, by Marcnh 1, procf of residerncy at the tire of entering
rilitary service, an official lezter from the Unitec States
Department of Veterans Affalrs stating the porcentage cof the
vetoran's service-connected disability and such evidence that

r

0]

cnanly ident . fies the disability as corbkat re_ated, and &

a5

[y

copv 0f the wveteran's honorable discharge. If the mroperty
appraiser denies the reqguest for & discount, the appraiser musc
notify the aovp’icant in writing of the reascons for the denial,
and the veorteran way reapply. The Legislature may, by gereral law,
wa've the arnual applicazicn requiremert 1n subsegueni years.
Tris subsection shall teke offect Decerper 7, Z2J0¢, 1s seli-

exccuting, and doces rnot recuire implermenting legis_ation,

(h)  Countics, municipalizies, water management districts ard

irdepencent svecial districts, for the purpose of thelir

respective Lax levies, shall grant an adaitional homzstead tax

exerviion of twenty-Iive thousand do_lars to any person who nas

the lecal or eguaizablz title to real esvate arnd malntzins thereon

Page 9 of 13
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the permarent residence c¢f the owner. Trhe addifional exemption in

“his subsection snhall be adjusted annuzlly for changes In the

percent ange in the Consumer Price Index for all urban
consumers, U.5. City Average, all items 1967~=10C, or successor

reports for the preceding calendar vyear as initially reported oy

the United States Department cof Lazbor, Bureau of Labor

Staslstics.

(g) As vrovided by general law, each person who 1s entitled o a

homestead exemption as provided in this section and who has ncver

previcus.y owned nomestead property in this staze 1s entitled to

ar. additionai homestead exempiicn equal tc twenty-Zive percent of

the just wvealue of the homestead on Januery 1 following the

proverty’s purnchase. This addit 2l exernpticn shall apuoly to tax

IUJ

—ev.es of counties, municipalities, water management district

and independent special districts.

S
=

Ims

zion 1. Proposes btne creation ol Section 19 of Article WIT of

SECTZON 19. Tocal governmant revenue liritat.or,—-

xcent az vrovided herein, local government rewvenucs collectea

for any fiscai yoar snall pe limited to local government rovenaers

a_lowed under thig subksecticon for the pricor fiscal vyear plus zn

or cgrowth. As used In this suksecticn, "growth'" means

T
an emeunt ejual to the percentage cnange in the Ceonsumer Price
Page 10 0f 13
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Index for all urparn consumers, U.S. City average, all items i8¢

2-

84 = 100, or successor reports, for the 12-montn period through

June pricr to tne peg_nning cf the fiscal vear as initisglly

K reporied oy the United States Department o Labor, Bureau of
8| Takor Statistics vlus now corstructicn as defined by gencral law

[
ty
T

—
9]
%
-
vy
[¢h]

o
{1
—
i j
o
£

o
Q0

o
e

(ST o o I |

er the most recent twenty cuarters tircs the local government

2008-09 fiscal vyear, the lccal government rcvenues

under this subsection for the prior flscal vear shzll

venues a._owed under this subsection for the pricr fiscal yesz:

3 eguzl the local government revenues colleocted for the z007-2008
4 fiscal vesar. Local government revenues callected for any tiscal

vear in excess of thise liritation shall be transferred tc a loc

-

al

government bpudget stabilization fund until the fund reaches len

percent, ard thereafter shall be refunded to taxpayers as

prov:ded by ordinance. Local government revenues allowed under

this subsection for any fiscal year may pe increased Dy uo to

C) five percent by 2 two-thirds vote, up £o ten percent by a threeo-
Tcurths vote and by over ten percent by a vnanimous vote cf the

[ N B

=
o0

local government governing body ir a separate ordinance that

ontains no clher sabject and that sets forth the dollar amcunz

v which the local goverrnment revernies al cwcd w! 11 be increased
5 or by approval of the ordirnance by refcrengum. The wote may nol
| e taken lessz —han sevenuy-two nours after the tirst. reading of
7] the ordirance and after public hearings. Fcor purpcses of this
9l surzsecticon, "leocal government revenues" roans tawes, fecs,
G| liconses, and chargzs for gervices inpeges by the looal
0 governmeornt governing body on indiwlduals, busincsses, or agencles
1 cutside loca. goverament. However, "local government revenuaes"
2] dees not 1lrngiuce: revenucs that are rnecessary Lo meet the

Page 11 of 13
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41 Dbonds by the local government; revenues that are uged tc provide
funds for the federal or state programs; balances

[a3]

rarried forward from prior fiscal years; or revenue from taxes,

()] (@) oy [
o
e X
Il
ﬁ
j
’l_l
b
Ne

-1
4

licerses, fees, and charges for services required to be imposed

68| by any amendment or revision to this constitution after July 1,
©9| 2033. An adjustment fto the revenue limitat’or snarl pe made i«
707 reflect tne fisca. impact of transfers of responsikbility for chs

(g%

funding of governmental functions between the local goverrnrent

L
o]

arc rrgher levels of covernment. The legislature shall, by

~.]
ad

3

]

ceneral law, prescribe vrcoceduares ncocessary toe admonister Thlos

supsscTion,

ok IT FURTHER RESOLVED that trhe title and substance of the

Z278| amencment proocszd nerein shzall appear on the hkallot as follicws:

279" Troperty

B

Taw Reforr and Limization on Lozal Government Reverle

220 Co’lection

NS I O R AN

[ [ [ ] D [
. o
~-

™~

—t

Proposes amendrents To Secticr 4 of Article VII of trne State

(8 4]

o
(B

Corstitution o oxempt perscns ownlng tangible perszonal property

O
[ad

an &#d valgorem exerntlion o up to twenty-five thousand doilars; o

24 vprovide for assessing at Zcss then just value Droverty purchaszed
2% wlithin cne year zfter a sale of homestead vroserty and
285 eszablished 2z new horestead proverty, ecual

petween old nomestead’s just and asscssen value, 17 the new

8e vrnicstead nes a nigner Juast wvalue, or otherwise equal To Lhe sare
8% percentage ol asssssed to “ust valuc as tre ¢old nomesztead
S0 Proveses an amcndrent to 5cc-ion 6 of Article VTI of tha State

§1 CoreticzuTion Lo double the homestead exenptlions for cocantiles,
37 ruricizal ties, water management districos and Indepondent

Page 12 of 13
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301
302
303
304
305
30e
307

308

M
o
[ea] N e (v

specizal district levies; provides for an annuzl change of the
additional homestead exerpticn by the consumer price inde
provides for a twenity-Tive percent exemption for owners ol
momestead properties wne have never ownied a homestead vroperty in
Florida. Proposes creation of Section 19 of Article VII cof the
State Constituticrn to limit local goverrnment revenue coilections
Lo the prior year's allcwed revenue plus an adjustment for growon
based on the growth rate ¢f the change in the consumer price
irdex and new constracticon cver the preceding Iive years, with

excess collecticns deposited in a budget stablllzation fund untili

f—s

fully funded and then refunded to taxpayers. Define "loca

st

government revenues Allows each local government Lo increase

this limit by wvarious super-najority wvotes. Reguirecs adiustment

@]
i

~he Zimitaticn to reflect transfers of responsibility Zor

funding governmental functions.
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