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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 
 
In Re: Petition for increase in rates by )  Docket No. 080677–EI 
Florida Power & Light Company  ) 
      ) 
In Re: 2009 depreciation and dismantlement )  Docket No. 090130-EI 
study by Florida Power & Light Company ) 
____________________________________)  Filed: July 16, 2009 
 

PETITION TO INTERVENE 

 Associated Industries of Florida (“AIF”), pursuant to Chapters 120 and 366, Florida 

Statutes, and Rules 25-22.039, 28-106.201, and 28-106.205, Florida Administrative Code 

(“F.A.C.”), respectfully petitions to intervene in the above-styled docket.   

AIF is a non-profit corporation organized in 1920 and perpetually existing under the laws 

of Florida.  AIF is the state’s leading association of business, trade, commercial and professional 

organizations in the State of Florida.  It represents the interests of thousands of corporations, 

professional associations, partnerships and proprietorships. It also represents its members in 

critical matters before the Florida legislature, Florida’s executive branch, regulatory agencies and 

the State Courts of Florida. AIF is commonly known as “The Voice of Florida Business Since 

1920.” AIF’s mission is to represent the business community before elected and appointed 

officials of state government on those issues of interest to the business community.  Additionally, 

many of AIF’s members are retail customers of FPL.   

The members of AIF have a significant interest in the instant matter pending before this 

Commission.  Availability of reliable electric service is essential for much-needed economic 

development and growth in the state of Florida.  Moreover, FPL is proposing through its 

requested base rate increase to make nearly $16 billion in new capital investments in Florida in 

order to continue providing such service. 
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AIF believes that the Commission and Florida customers should welcome FPL’s 

forward-thinking efforts to invest in electric infrastructure. FPL’s proposal will make Florida’s 

infrastructure stronger, more storm resistant, smarter, better controlled, more reliable, more fuel 

efficient and more environmentally friendly.  Moreover, AIF also views FPL’s investments as a 

much-needed Florida economic stimulus package providing direct employment for many Florida 

residents as well as numerous business opportunities for many Florida businesses, including AIF 

members. 

AIF supports a rate increase for FPL and the investments in Florida it will make possible 

for several reasons.  In addition to the shorter term beneficial economic effects of building new 

and improved electric infrastructure, these investments will have much longer-term beneficial 

effects for all of AIF’s members and all Floridians.  Construction and operation of the improved 

facilities proposed by FPL, as well as FPL’s continued provision of reliable, affordable electric 

service, will provide essential support AIF’s members need in order to maintain and expand their 

own businesses that in turn employ many thousands of Florida residents.  AIF notes that FPL’s 

electric rates are lower than those of utilities in most major metropolitan areas in the United 

States -- a key factor considered by businesses when deciding where to invest and where to 

employ people -- which will also help economic growth and economic recovery.       

Fundamentally, AIF’s members require adequate, reasonably priced electricity in order to 

conduct their business consistently with the needs of their customers and ownership.  AIF 

endorses environmental and economic regulatory policies that create a stable investment climate 

so that electric utilities such as FPL can build and operate energy generation, transmission and 

distribution systems to meet Florida’s energy needs.  To this end, AIF encourages the Florida 

Public Service Commission to ensure that through the rates granted in this proceeding FPL 
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remains competitive in the current uncertain capital markets and is able to attract the investor 

dollars needed to support the beneficial investments in Florida described above.            

 In further support of its Petition to Intervene, AIF states as follows: 

1. The name, address, and telephone number of the Petitioner are as follows: 

 Associated Industries of Florida 
 516 North Adams Street 
 Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
 Phone:  850-224-7173 
 Fax:  850-224-6532 
 
2. All pleadings, orders and correspondence should be directed to Petitioner’s 

representative is as follows: 

Tamela Ivey Perdue, Esq. 
Associated Industries of Florida 
516 North Adams Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301  
Phone: 850-224-7173 
Fax: 850-224-6532 
tperdue@aif.com   
 

3. The agency affected by this Petition to Intervene is: 

Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0850 
 

4. AIF respectfully petitions for intervention in the Commission’s proceeding to 

determine the need for a base rate increase of Florida Power & Light Company.  AIF is an 

established association representing thousands of Florida companies, many of whom are retail 

customers of FPL.  AIF’s mission is to represent the business community before elected and 

appointed officials of state government on those issues of interest to the business community.  

AIF’s members require adequate, reasonably priced electricity in order to conduct their business 

consistently with the needs of their customers and ownership.  AIF supports environmental and 
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economic regulatory policies that create a stable investment climate so that electric utilities such 

as FPL can build and operate energy generation, transmission and distribution systems to meet 

Florida’s energy needs.       

5. As the representative of its many members who are FPL retail customers, AIF’s 

and its members’ substantial interests will be affected by any action that the Commission takes in 

this docket.  In this docket, the Commission will decide whether to approve FPL’s request for a 

base rate increase.  The Commission’s decision will have a real and immediate impact on the 

amounts paid by AIF members for electricity and equally as important, the quality and quantity 

of electric service available for AIF members to sustain and to grow their businesses.   

6. AIF’s substantial interests are of sufficient immediacy to entitle it to participate in 

this proceeding and are the type of interests that the proceeding is designed to protect.  

Ameristeel Corp. v. Clark, 691 So. 2d 473 (Fla. 1997); Agrico Chemical Co. v. Department of 

Environmental Regulation, 406 So. 2d 478 (Fla. 2d DCA 1981), rev denied, 415 So. 2d 1359 

(Fla. 1982).  Here, AIF has members who are retail electric customers of FPL, and these 

members’ substantial interests will be directly affected by the Commission’s decisions regarding 

FPL’s base rate increase.  Thus, the interests that AIF seeks to protect are of sufficient 

immediacy to warrant intervention, and the nature of its members’ interests in having the 

Commission ensure that AIF’s members are provided adequate, reasonably priced electricity is 

the type of interest that this proceeding is designed to protect.   

7. AIF satisfies the requirements for associational standing set forth in Florida Home 

Builders Ass’n v. Dep’t of Labor and Employment Security, 412 So. 2d 351, 353-54 (Fla. 1982).  

A substantial number of AIF’s members are located in FPL’s service area and receive their 

electric service from FPL, for which they are charged FPL’s applicable retail rates.  AIF exists to 
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represent its members’ interests in a number of venues, including the Florida Public Service 

Commission.  Finally, the relief requested – intervention and approval of the base rate increase 

consistent with the Commission’s governing law – is relief that will apply to all of AIF’s 

members. Therefore, the requested relief is of the type that is appropriate for an association to 

obtain on behalf of its members. 

 8. AIF is not aware of any disputed issues of material fact in this proceeding.  AIF 

alleges that the ultimate facts will show that FPL’s petition for a base rate increase should be 

granted in order to enable AIF’s customers, and other FPL customers, to receive high quality 

electric service at a reasonable price.  The applicable statutes and rules that entitle AIF to relief 

include, but are not limited to, Sections 120.569, 120.57(1), 366.04(1), 366.041, 366.05(1), 

366.06 (1) & (2), Rule 25-22.039 and Chapter 28-106, Florida Administrative Code. 

 9. The above-cited sections of Chapter 366 relate to the Commission’s jurisdiction 

over FPL’s rates and the Commission’s statutory mandate to ensure that FPL’s rates are fair, just, 

and reasonable.  The Commission’s decision in this proceeding will have a significant impact on 

the availability of adequate, reasonably priced electricity, and a substantial number of AIF’s 

members will be directly impacted by the Commission’s decision regarding FPL’s base rate 

increase.   These statutes provide the basis for the relief requested by the AIF.   
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 WHEREFORE, Associated Industries of Florida respectfully requests that the Florida 

Public Service Commission enter an order granting its Petition to Intervene. 

Dated:  July 16, 2009  
 
 
By: ___/s/__________________________ 

Tamela Ivey Perdue, Esq. 
    Associated Industries of Florida 
    516 North Adams Street 
    Tallahassee, FL 32301  
    Phone: 850-224-7173 
    Fax: 850-224-6532 

tperdue@aif.com 
FL Bar No. 0142638 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been furnished 
electronically and by United States Mail this 16th day of July, 2009 to the following: 
 
R. Wade Litchfield, Esquire 
Florida Power & Light Company 
215 South Monroe Street, 
Suite 810 
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1859 
Phone: (850) 521-3900 
FAX: 521-3939 
wade_litchfield@fpl.com 
 
 

John T. Butler, Esquire  
Bryan Anderson, Esquire 
Florida Power & Light Company  
700 Universe Boulevard 
Juno Beach, FL 33408-0420 
Phone: 561-304-5137 
FAX: 561-691-7135 
John.Butler@fpl.com 
Bryan.adnerson@fpl.com 
 

Lisa Bennett, Esquire 
Anna Williams, Esquire 
Martha Brown, Esquire 
Jean Hartman, Esquire 
Office of the General Counsel 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-1400 
LBENNETT@PSC.STATE.FL.US 
ANWILLIA@PSC.STATE.FL.US 
mbrown@psc.state.fl.us 
JHARTMAN@PSC.STATE.FL.US 
 
 

I.B.E.W. System Council U-4  
Robert A. Sugarman 
D. Marcus Braswell, Jr. 
c/o Sugarman & Susskind, P.A. 
100 Miracle Mile, Suite 300 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 
Attorneys for IIBEW System Council U-4 
sugarman@sugarmansusskind.com 
mbraswell@sugarmansusskind.com 
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J.R. Kelly, Esquire 
Joseph A. McGlothlin, Esquire 
Office of Public Counsel 
c/o The Florida Legislature 
111 West Madison Street, Room 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400 
Attorneys for the Citizens of the State 
of Florida  
Kelly.jr@leg.state.fl.us 
mcglothlin.joseph@leg.state.fl.us 
 

Robert Scheffel Wright, Esquire 
John T. LaVia, III, Esquire 
Young van Assenderp, P.A. 
225 South Adams Street, Suite 200 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
Attorneys for the Florida Retail Federation 
swright@yvlaw.net 
jlavia@yvlaw.net 
 

 
 
 
Kenneth L. Wiseman, Esquire 
Mark F. Sundback, Esquire 
Jennifer L. Spina, Esquire 
Lisa M. Purdy, Esquire 
Andrews Kurth LLP 
1350 I Street, NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, DC 20005 
Attorneys for South Florida Hospital and 
Healthcare Association (SFHHA) 
kwiseman@andrewskurth.com 
msundback@andrewskurth.com 
jspina@andrewskurth.com 
lisapurdy@andrewskurth.com 
 

 
 
 
 
Jon C. Moyle, Jr., Esquire 
Vicki Gordon Kaufman, Esquire 
Keefe Anchors Gordon & Moyle, PA 
118 North Gadsden Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
Attorneys for The Florida Industrial Power 
Users Group (FIPUG) 
jmoyle@kagmlaw.com 
vkaufman@kagmlaw.com 
 
 

Cecilia Bradley 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General 
The Capitol - PL01 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050 
cecilia.bradley@myfloridalegal.com 
 
 

John W. McWhirter, Jr., Esquire 
c/o McWhirter Law Firm 
P.O. Box 3350 
Tampa, FL 33601 
Attorneys for The Florida Industrial Power 
Users Group (FIPUG) 
jmcwhirter@mac-law.com 
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Credit Suisse * 
Yang Song, Equity Research 
yang.y.song@credit-suisse.com 
 

Thomas Saporito 
Saporito Energy Consultants, Inc. 
Post Office Box 8413 
Jupiter, FL 33468-8413 
support@SaporitoEnergyConsultants.com 
 

Brian P. Armstrong, Esquire 
Marlene K. Stern, Esquire 
Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson, P.A. 
1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 200 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 
Attorneys for the City of South Daytona, 
Florida 
barmstrong@ngnlaw.com 
mstern@ngnlaw.com 
 

Shayla L. McNeill, Capt, USAF * 
Utility Litigation & Negotiation Team 
Staff Attorney 
AFLOA/JACL-ULT 
AFCESA 
139 Barnes Drive, Suite 1 
Tyndall AFB, FL 32403-5317 
Attorneys for the Federal Executive Agencies 
shayla.mcneill@tyndall.af.mil 
 
 

 
 
 
** Interested person 

 By: __/s/________________________  
 Tamela Ivey Perdue 

 
       
 


